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of the Irish Houses were ready to obey the Minister on the
usual terms; some of the independent landed gentry, alarmed
at the events of 1798, beheld, in a Union, safety for themselves;
the leading men of Catholic Ireland, much as they had
resented Fitzwilliam's recall, were not unwilling to consider
the subject. But an immense majority of the Irish Protestants,
the trading classes of Dublin, almost to a man, and nine tenths,
at least, of the Irish Bar, were indignant at the very thought of
a Union, and expressed their sentiments in emphatic language:
this is the more remarkable because the country was held down
by a British armed force, and the views of the British Ministry-
was perfectly well known. In these circumstances, Robert
Stewart, Lord Castlereagh, the Chief Secretary of Cornwallis,
announced, somewhat vaguely, the policy of Pitt, in the Irish
House of Commons, in a speech on the address, made in
January 1799; but an amendment was rejected by one vote
only; and as this was plainly equivalent to a defeat, the
measure was permitted to drop for a time1.
Though the Government had been baffled in the Irish
Lower House, it obtained a large majority in the Irish House
of Lords, where the influence of Clare was easily supreme.
The British Parliament had, about the same time, passed
Resolutions in favour of the Union, by an overwhelming
superiority of votes; and Pitt insisted that the measure should
be carried out in Ireland. But it was far from easy to give his
purpose effect; and means were adopted, the exact nature of
which has been matter of controversy ever since, but of which
the general character is not doubtful. The Irish Parliament
had long been swayed by corrupt influence; this had probably
increased since 1782; it had been openly exercised on the
Regency Question; and it was resolved, in Castlereagh's
cynical phrase, to " buy up the fee-simple of Irish corruption,"
1 In a debate on the report to the Address the Government was defeated
by 5 votes.